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STOY OF A CANNONEER
m

Reminiscences of a Detached Volunteer

ina Regular Battery.

SPOTTSYLVANIA.

Bushwhacking Upon a Very
Large Scale.

OTJIR IHFANTRT REPULSED

Fimiing at Random Through a
Dense Fog.

icorvnioiiT, 1858.1

XIII.
N THE afternoon of
May 11 the Second
Corps began to move
toward the left ofMhe
army. A3 they at
first moved off by the
Chanccllorsville road,
which was one of the
routes to the rcarr
some of oar men sur
mised that it was the
beginning of the re-

treat of the army, and
bels were offered that
we "would be across
the Rappahannock in

two days. But Thorpe, Packard, Sanborn,
and others of onr "Western veterans, said
that was not old Grant's style, and they
insisted that the Second Corps was being
taken around to attack some other part of
the enemy's line. The Sixth Corps main-
tained its position of the day before, con-

necting with our left on the edge of the east
clearing, and extending to the apex of the
great angle.

The night of the 11th was dark and
clondy, with seme rain about midnight,
turning to mist or heavy fog before day-
light Between 3 and A a. m. one section,
with two or three others from the volunteer
batteries probably Cooper's and Breck'e
were moved as noiselessly as possible down
the cast road and put in position there in
our main trenches.

In order to make as little noise as possi-
ble, we nnlirabered some distance back and
xan the guns into position by hand, leaving
the caissons, limber-chest- s and teams in the
rear under cover of the brush on the east
side of the road.

The infantry that was in those works
some of the Maryland Brigade, I believe
told us that the Johnnies had rifle-pit- s in
line with Spiudler's House, not more than
508 or 000 feet away, and that their main
line, with artillery in it, was just beyond
the forks of the Brock and old Courthouse
roads, about 300 yards distant.

Everybody was satisfied that
A OEXEJUX ASSAULT WAS INTENDED

at daybreak, and we knew that our contest
with the rebel artillery in our front .would
aimest be "muzzle to muzzle," if they re-mai-

where they had been the day before.
Meantime the other sections remained

back at Alsop's in reser., as only eight
gans could be well covered in these small
redoubts on either side of the Brock road.
All this time other infantry of the Fifth
Corps had been filing in from both flanks
and massing in the darkness and fog close
behind us. Everything on onr side was
dose almost breathlessly; but we had made
enough noise to attract the attention of the
enrmj', and they were all astir.

We could distinctly hear their officers call
out from their main works to the men in
their advanced pits, and could hear the lat-
ter respond, their voices sounding almost
ghost-lik- e through the fog. The Second
Uea tenant explained the "lay of the
gramd," and said to us: "Now, boys, this
is the firat time you have ever fought under
caver. The range is erj close. You ought
to be able to knock a man's head off every
time. Keep cooL Don't try to work your
gnats too fast Try to put yonr shot right
under the boadlogs every time. If they
have embrasures, aim at them. If they fire
over the tops of their parapets, aim at' their
mttxzlec And now see what you can do."

By this lime it would have been daybreak
but for the fog, which was still dense. Just
at tWs moment I heard distinctly a rebel in
a rifle-p-it right in our front, and not more
than 160 yards dfotant, call out, "Look sharp
thore to the left (their left). "The Yanks
are up to something over there look
sharp iw

Almost before he finished the muflled
sound of cheers came through the fog from
the east, apparently quite distant, and then
quicker than I can write it came crash on
crath of heavy volleys.

For a few minutes there was a medley of
cheers, yells and volleys over on our ex-
treme left, and the enemy in our own front
and in the salients of the great angle to the
immediate left of us opened a heavy fire of
musketry at random through the fog. Our
infantry replied in the same way. The
effect was very grand, therapid volleys light-
ing up the gray fog fitfully, like distant
lightning flashing through the clouds. I
never saw anything just like it before or
since. But the sounds of the battle away on
our left seemed to come nearer, indicating
that our troops had taken their works and
were pushing for Spottsylvania Courthouse.
The fog now began to lift xapidly, and soon
as we could see the outlines of the enemy's
works we opened with our eight guns on the
Block road, while the other Fifth Corps
batteries, which had nowgone in position, fol-
lowed suit further to our right. The enemy
replied but feebly. Ilia guns turned out to
be in the retrenched works at the base of the
Angle, instead of being in the Brock road
fntreuchments in our immediate front, as we
tad expected. They had apparently been
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withdrawn during the night, as tho infantry
assured us that they hnd counted 14 guns
in the redoubts behind the Spimllcr Houso
tho evening before. But now our artillery
was going along tho whole line, from our
right clear round to the east fnee of the angle
where Hancock was assaulting, and tho en-

emy appeared to concentrate his guns
mainly on the infantry, attacking tho two
faces of that work, and pnid but littlo at-

tention to us.
About 9 o'clock Cutler's Division (for-

merly Wndsworth's) was brought forward,
extending some distnnco along our works,
with its left center about at our position,
and formed in two lines of battle. They
swept over our works with loud cheers, and
wcntstraightforthocnemy'smainline. They
swayed off to the left somewhat, because
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the rebol works were weaker there than at
tho forks of the road. At all events they
went
CLEAR Ur TO THE EXEMY'S MAIN WORKS
in several places, but owing to the slashing
and abatis they could not make a uniform
attack at all points. On the cast side of tho
Brock road the Johnnies left their first line
and sought refuge in their second, which was
part of the retrenchment at the base of tho
angle. At this, our infantry having taken
possession of the first lino or redoubts near
the Spindler House, and our artillery being
nseless where we were, the Lieutenant sug-
gested that we should get out of our own
works,rush thegunsacross theopen ground in
front and run them up close against the rebel
works, where we could get a fine enfilade
on part of their retrenched lino in reverse.
But before this could bo done our infantry
began to recoil on our right, and then the
whole line fell back to our trenches again.

Almost immediately Cutler's Division be-

gan to file out of tho works by the left-flan- k

and Gen. Warren came into the trenches in
person on foot He gave some quick orders,
in a low tone, and we instantly began, with
the help of a lot of infantrymen, to drag
two of the sections out of the works. Gat-
ing back to the teams, we limbered up and
followed Cutler, thrashing through the brush
at the head of the ravine until we got into
the wood road we had used on the night of
the 10th, and so out into tho edge of the
open ground over which Upton's Brigade
had charged at that time.

Here we again unlimbered, leaving our
horses and drivers in tho brush as before,
and with the help of the infantry ran the
guns by hand right up to the edge of the
slashing. From this point we could enfi-
lade the northwest face of the angle in one
direction and part of their retrenched work
in the other. We took the angle and Brcck
the retrenchment We were now verv cdr
to their main line, but being obscured by the
smoke, which settled toward us, and partly
screened by the slashing, they did notdetcct
ub till we opened. Several sections of the
Sixth Corps batteries were in similar position
on our left in all perhaps 10 guns. The
whole angle (west face, apex and east face)
was now enveloped in flame and smoke, and
the sounds of assault came from every poiut.
We had juetgot the range and were begin-
ning to search their traverses with case-sho- t
beautifully, when an Aid of GenWright's
came tearing down to us with orders to slop
enfilading the face of the angle. "You will
kill our own men 1 " he yelled. " The Ver-monte- rs

have got in!" In a few minutes
the enemy's infantry nearest us began a
fusilade, which we endeavored to suppress
but they were too well covered for canister
and too close to burst case effectively.

We began to tear out the slashing and heap
it up in front of us for a screen, in which we
were assisted by our supporting infantry.
As soon as we ceased firing tho enemy's in-

fantry also ceased, and they made no effort
to come out of their works at any point.

Finding it impossible to use artillery to an
advantage in this position, Gun. Griflin--w- ho

had now come un at the head nf life
Division, following Cutler's to the assistance
of the Sixth Corps at the angle,-r-Ge- u. Griflin
in person ordered us io "get the guns out of
that," and "go back into the woods where
your horses are, for the present."

So we ran the guns back into the woods
by hand, and remained thereuntil about two
in the morning of the 13th, when wo limber-
ed up and returned to our old plnce near
Alsop's,

The infantry fighting on both facts of the
angle, however, continued with unabated
fury and with varying fortunes

TILL LONO AFTBIl DARK.
Indeed, there was quite a crackling of skirm-
ish-fire along the west face in the Sixth
Corps front, and away round ourextreme left,
where the Ninth Corps was, as late as two
o'clock in the morning, when wo limbered
up to fall back to our old position. It
turned out that the enemy abandoned the
whole of the angle during the night of
tho 12th nd fell back to the retrenched line
across its uase.

In this campaign, after the fith of May, en-
tire battel ios were seldom used. Sections wereused independently in most of tho field opera-
tions, owing to the broken country, brush, nar-
row roads, small clearings, etc., where it was
diihcult to manu ver so large a unit as a six-gu- n

baitory, and about the lust of May all theFifth Corps hatteries, and probably the others,
were cu t down to fou r ku ns each.

Aitkough the section hud been fighting that j

day in throo different positions, all closo to tho
onomy, ami onco right up under his works al-

most, yet wo had suffered no loss except two
men slightly wounded and one horso and this,
oddly enough, was among tho drivers in tho
rear, set coned by brush, as boforo slated. It
had been caused by a stray aholl from tho cno-m- y

which oxplodcd near them. But nobody
except tho horso was seriously hurt.

Wo rested all day tho 13th, which wo sadly
needed, becauso that night wo made ono of tho
most toilsome marches 1 lomemhnr In our wholo
carcor. Starting about dailc in tho drizzling
rain, wo marched by bad roads and through
Holds, sometimes hub-dco- p In mud, clear round
from tho extrcnio right; of tho army at Alsop's,
to its extrcnio left near Anderson's Mill, on tho
Ny I.Ivor, n distanco of doubtless 15 miles by
our round-abo- ut route, arriving completely
fagged out during tho forenoon of the 14th.
Tho 14th, lGth, lGth and 17th passed without
action as far as wo woro concerned, though tho
infantry skirmished constantly, and extended
our brcablwoiks steadily to our loft

On tho 1 4th or lfith I went with a detail
back to tho trains for somu supplies. The
trains had been moved over from thoGormauia
to tho Fredericksburg road during tho fights
about Spoltsyivnuin, and woro guarded by For-roro- 's

Negro Division of tho Ninth Corps. I
havo read long sinco in Badcau's "Life of
Grant" that this division "fought bravely"
and "handled tho enemy sovoroly " somuwhero
in tho Wilderness campaign ; bnt I havo novor
yet found anyono who saw thorn doing it.
Even Gen. Bart can omits to locato tho position
in which the Colored Division "handled tho
enemy severely."

While on this detail wo camo across Gen.
Grant, whom I had not scon before during tho
campaign, except at a distanco. Ho was at a
place called Hoverlcy's Farm, just north of tho
Ny Bridgo on the Fredericksburg road, and
Gen. Meade and a good many staff ofiiccis wero
with him. Tho road was full of wagons and
ambulances, to wo had to move slowlj', and
when wo camo out into tho clearing and saw
tho big Generals, I said, "Boys, thoro is old
Grant; let's got a good look at him."

Ho was on foot, as indeed woro all tho group,
except two or three mesftcugers, who wero prob-
ably waiting for their oidors.

Tho ollicers about him woro nearly all tailor
than ho was, and ho was certainly tho plainest
dressed man in tho parly.

Ho had on a General's undress coat
much Tin; wonsn ron wkar,

without Bhotildcr-strapi- , but with his stars
worked in tho collar. Ills blue trousers wero
soiled and threadbare, and baggod at tho knees.

On his head was a haltered old hat that had
onco been military stylo, but was now a genu-
ine "slouch," tho only military vestigo It re-

tained being tho sbabbj'.looking gold cord that
oncirclcd it Ho hnd no belt on, or arniB of
any kind about his person, though doubilc&)
ho had rovolvers in his saddlo holsters.

On this occasion ho did not havo tho tradi-
tional cigar in his mouth, but stood with ono
foot on a small log and kept tapping his boot-
leg with a small riding-whi- p while he talked.
As our detail was halted quite near him wo
watched our cbanco, and when ho glanced in
our direction wo all saluted, which ho return-
ed with precision. As soon ai wo could get
across tho road we, of course, had to move on,
and when wo camo back ho was lrono. Tho
whole of tho Fredericksburg roud ub far back
as tho old toll-gat- e where our jonrnoy ended

and as far beyond as wo could boo, was
jammed with our trains; baggage and ammunitio-
n-wagons, ambulances, disabled gun-ca- r

riftgea and caissons J do not daro say how
many, besides great numbers parked in tho
open fields as wo went along. All tho old
hoiiBcs and sheds wero full of wounded who
could not bo moved further, and In tho field
west of tho road, noar tho toll-gat- e, woro many
of the wounded rebel prisoner from Johnson's
Division, captured on tho morning of tho 12th.

Some of these had bayonet wounds, Inflicted
when Harlow's men first jumped their breast-
works tho first bayonet wound 1 had seen.
Ono poor devil had been bayonetlod right
under ono nostril, breaking through his upper
jaw and lacerating his tongue so ho could not
speak. Jlo lay right near tho toll-gat- e, where
wo naiieu, and i saw one of our burgeons cleans-
ing and dressing his wound. IIo must havo
got "a down-lungo- " from one of our fellows on
tho top of tho breastwoik. The Surgeon, In re-
ply to my question, said tho wound was not
iieccwtmly dangerous, though he would prob-
ably always have an impediment In his speech!
I prcfliimo more bayonet wounds woro inflicted
tho 12th of May at Spottaylvanm than in all
tho other battles of tho war put together.

Ah but comparatively fow of tho wounded of
Spottsylvaitla had been sent to Aequla ('reek as
yet, I prcaurtiu there were 15,000 of them strung
along tho road at this time. But 1 will not at-
tempt to describe tho scone. Suffice to bay
that It was oven more horrible limn (hat "fioc-on- d

night of Gettysburg," described in forego-
ing pages.

On tho 181b four batteries of tho Fifth Corps
Walcott's, Window's, Mink's, and two sec-

tions of ourswont into position at what wo
culled Iho " Descried House," at a point about
duo east fiom fcpottsylvauia Courthouse, and
near Anderson's Hrldge, over tho Ny. Wo can- -

-- iTtt. ..
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Tiik Old Oaickn Bucket.
nonadod tho rebel works in tho Immediate front
of Spottsylvania Courthouse at intorvuls nearly
all day, but with no special incident

This ended tho battle, or rather tho batllcB, of
Spottsylvaula. Wo had been engaged 11 days,
from tho 8th to tho 18th Inclusive, and hud
been under firo six days out of tho 11. Our
1obch iu all of these battles woro ono officer and
seven men killed or mortally wounded, und
ono officer and 11 men wounded severely, and
seven or eight wore slightly. But fow of our
horses had been hit, but they had liardfy boon
uulmincssed from May fi to 18, and wero in
consequence badly galled under the collutsand
fladillo-puds- ; our forago supply hud been Irregu-
lar aud insufficient, and, generally speaking,
our horses wero "done up." But wo gota new
supply to some extent from tho Reserve Artil-
lery, which hud not been engaged at all thus
fur, and which was broken up at this time, and
its men and horses transferred largely to tho
coi )3 imucricj,

Tho batteries had enjoyed but comparatively
nail chance of usefulness in this

it JJUBIIWHACKINO ON A C1KAND HCALH "
known as tho Wilderness and Spottsylvaula
campaign. We hud not boon onco real Bharply
charged by Infantry iu tho open. I do not
think wo expended a dozen rouuda of canisterper gun in tho whole campaign. Most of our
work hud been cannonading earthworks from
unfavorable positions, or In minor domonslia-tlon- s

connected with infantry assaults. 'But
we had done everything that had been requiiud
of us, nnd hud been willing to do moro.

Tho night when we wont into position on tho
cast front of Spotfsylvanla Courthouse (I thinkit was tho nlghtof tholflth or 17th of May), I had
a little difficulty. I had been on fatigue duty all
tho forenoon, and just at dark wo got orders to

mako a redoubt for our ffmiB. This required
log cutting, and tho Actfng Ordorly-Scrgca- nt

told mo off with an ax party and two teams to
"snako" tho logs.

1 pleaded that I had b-- on on fallguo duty
already nearly all day; but ho replied, with
afl'octcd surpriso, "Well, this Is tho first timo
I over knew you to ' beat ff " J

This riled mo, as I always took prldo in novor
having asked to bo oxcusVd from duty a single
day, or even an hour, and I replied hotly, "Any
man that says I am a de;d-bon- t i3 a
liarl"

Tho old Sergeant who, by tho way, wasono of
my best friends, and most powerful man in tho
battery physically took this good naturodly,
but caught mo by tho car and pulled it sharply,
and said, "Go on and do as I toll you ; I didn't
call you a dead-be- at I bald this was tho first
timo I over know 3'ou to 'beat off.' Go on.
now, quick; I'll roliovo j?on in two hours."

So 1 started off; but, unfortunately, thoSocond
Lieutenant had overheard tho abovo conversa-
tion; so ho halted mo, called mo to him and
vory gravely told mo that I had boon "Insub- -

ordiuato in tho faco of tho onomy, a crinio
pumshablowithdoatb," otc, but that ho would
not prefer charges this timo on account of my

--previous good conduct Do must robuko such
bobavior, and therefore 1 must go on fatlguo
dutyall night, oruntil the works wore finished 1

"And this," ho added, "in view of tho gravity
of your offense, can hardly bo called punish
inont."

Then I ran after tho detail, already half way
to tho grovo whoro wo woro to cut tho logs, and
tho way wo boat timber down to tho position
waB a caution. Finally, in nbout two hours, a
rollef camo for tho men, and, to my surpriso,
Packard, who camo with ihem, said, '"I relievo
you; go and turn In."

" Hut ' Old Jack ' said I wn3 to stay horo all
night"

"Yes, T know; but the Sergeant begged you
off. Yon can go."

So I went back,
Al'OLOni.ED TO TirjUnROEANT,

asked his pardon, and then got part of a night's
rest But it taught mc a lson to ho lossJroo
with my tongue at leau among my own
frlondi. Tho Orderly wai really wrong in do-talll-

mc, becauso I was just oil" fatiguo duty.
But in that campaign thoro was not much
chanco for nice distinctions, and so I should
havo obeyed without a word of back talk.
Finally, after all attempts to force their main
linos around Spottsylvaula had failed, wo drew
back across tho Ny after dark on tho 18th. and
two days later abandoned that " fortnight's
battleground," swung around by our loft flank
again, and started for Jericho Ford.

To bo perfectly candid, 1 think on tho wholo
that tho enemy had tho best of It iu tho battles
around Snottsylvanla Courthouse Thoy woro
fighting behind elrong covor all tho time, both
infantry and artillery, nncLnovcr onco showed
up in tho open. Tho only great success wo
gaiued was the capture of Rhvard Johnson's
Division by tho Second Corps on the 12th of
Mrty.and oven that advantage wai neutralized
by tho subsequent events of that day. As our
troops woro assaulting all tho timo, our losses
wero necessarily grcater,tlmu theirs, at least
two to one, and probably more, oven including
tho prisoners taken in,Jdhrtson' Divi-don- . Om
of Gen. Lee's bIographcrssiiyfl that Leo was
nstonished when ho saw Grant moving ngain
to tho loft, as ho had fully cxpeclcd tho Army
of tho Potomac to recoil from Spottsylvaula
and mako tho licit of ItsiwAy to tho north bank
of tho Bappahaunock. This might havo been a
natural supposition, a 6m. Leo was doubtless
reasoning from his previous uxperieuco. But
ho did not know that tho Army oi tho Potomac
had como to stay thi timo, and that ovou
though It had loit nearly 40,000 men iu tho
Wilderness and around" J'potUylvanla, those
who remained were nod,, tho leas determined
to "fight It out on that line." 1 venture Jo
say that thoro was never another army iu tho
world that would havo startod off by iw flank
In another advance after Mich a soiie of san-
guinary repulses as tho Army of tho Potomac
suffered about Spottsylvauhi Courthouse.

At this time, an I before stated, tho corps bat-
teries rccoived isomo recruits and now horses
trom tho Kervo Artillery, just broken up, and
also three or four entire batn-rios- , among which
was iJlgolow'a 0th Maw, and " Paddy " Hart's
lGth N. V,

Tho new men wero mostly trained artiller-
ists, and tho horses nlso wero welt drilled, ao
tho reinforcement was very valuable and
brought ub up to a stioug complement again;
and as thoy were as much Visteraus as wo wore,
thoro was no distinction- - fait or shown as be-
tween them and our own romainlng "Old
Hoys."

This fllli N. Y. battery-Pa- ddy Hnrt's-h- ad
tho reputation iu the Uesorvu Artillery, where
thoy had been for a year or so, of being
" tough." J have heard that It was largely re-
cruited from about Allmny and Troy, and was
made up of a class of men who

TKAYKLKI OK THKIK MUSGI.I.',

a vory dangerous reputation to bo cavorting
,u.iiii. win! in uiuiioignnornoou oi our buttery.
Wc had about a dozen men who wero, without
uoasting, tim beat men of their inches iu tho
Army of tho Potomac, pjpk whoro you would.
Thoy wero peaceable enough among them-
selves, but if any other gang camo along with
chips on their shoulders or drugging their coat-tail- s

on tho ground Tipperary rashion a col
lision wns a mere question of time, aud thoro
was littlo doubt as to tho result of It

Marching, as I said, toward tho North Anna,
wo arrived t a crossroads culled Mt Carmel
Church about noon on tho 2:id. and fiom thoro
our buttory followed Uartlott's Jlrigado outpn
tho road to Jericho Ford. At this pluco thoro
was an old mill, but tho dam was gone, aud
Uartlott's Brigado floundered across through
tho bed of tho creek and formed on tho op-
posite bunk. Mcnntimo n pontoon bridgowas
laid below tho old mill, und all of tho

batteries crossed on It aud went into
position four guns each on tho high ground
iu front of a houso called, I bellovo, Foun
tattle's Houso, outs forming Iu tho dooryard.
Tho rlflo butteries remained on the north bank
ofthorlvor. While crossing tho North Anna
our rear gun ran ono of its wheels off tho edgo
of tho bridge and blocked tho way. As I was
in tho left of tho buttery, which was moving
loft in front, I did not wHuoss this, but hoard
of it Stowurtat onco proceeded to oxtrlcuto
tho gun, and whllo ho was doing so Gon. Grunt
camo along, aud finding iho way blocked, bo
camo impatient, and begun to glvo orders di-
rectly to tho men, appaiuntly disregarding tho
Captain. Tho lutter saluted him, and anid :

"General, If you will permit me, sir, I will
take caro of this gun I " ,

"Very woll," rcpliodiGfanfc; "you probably
know hotter how to do It jthau I do ! "

Tho gun was soon extricated, hut tho fact
was that Grant's presencodltiHtratod tho men.
However, ho wnn very good matured about it

1 shall always remember this pluco because of
tho old well thoro from which wo filled our
canteens. It hud an cd "well
sweep," and tho buckouactuully had moss on it

which impelled mo tea recitation of two or
three verses of tho "Old Oaken Bucket," which
tho boys greeted with ohoora.

But thoro was no time forbontlmont, becauso
wo woro now in plain sight of tho Virginia
Ceutrul Railroad, and tho onomy was evidently
preparing to attack ub beforo wo could intrench.

It was now perhaps i ofdock. Our Infantry
tho Iron Hrigudo andiothor troops of Cutlor's

Division woro still "extending to tho right,"
when the onomy attacked them front and flank,
and thoy began to full back rapidly, though in
good order, toward our position. As soon as wo
could safely firo over their heads wo opened
Willi caso, which wo changed to canister us
soon us our front was sulUciontly clear. Some
of tho 7th Wis. men, who reformed about tho
houso in our rear, told uathut our canister sang
uuiiko iu mvir carpus moy camo up tno mil.

Thoro was an amusing choumstanco in this
little flurry. Tho rebqJn followed tho rot rout-
ing troops of tho Iron Brigade closely, koeping
along tho bnnk of the river until they camo
under a heavy cross-fir- o from our guns on the
hlllundourriflalmttorfcsou tho north bank.
This made thoin Ho down, aud tho firo wns so
hot thut thoir retreat was cut off. In thla way

as many as GOO of thorn wero compelled to sur
render by our infantry advancing again, aud
thoso prisoners declared their belief that tho
rapid retreat of tho Iron Brigado was simply a
device to draw' them into tho trap. That was
tho way it turned out, but I don't bolievo thcro
was any premeditation of that sort on tho part
of tho Iron Brigade. Thaj; brigado had speed
ns wclla$ pluek, but did nob ouon call tho for-m- or

into play. As it was now almost dark,
pickets woro thrown out and wo bivouacked
in position. Wo remained in this position oil
night, intrenching by reliefs during tho night
Tho Sixth Corps or part of it also camo
up and reinforced ub beforo morning. Early
this morning tho 24th tho onomy bogan
demonstrating, skirmishing aud sharpshooting
against our right front nnd flank. Ono section
was now put in position on tho knoll west of
tho Fountaino House, whero they opened with
caso on tho rebol skirmishers, In this affair
tho battery lost Corp'l Elbridgo G. Packard,
mortally wounded, and four others wounded,
none of them severely. This young gontlo-ma- n

was ono of my best friends, aud I desiro
to .

TAY A TRinUTB TO HIS MEMORY.
ITo was about 25 years of ago. His nativo
Stato, I think, was Maiuo, but ho enlisted in
Wisconsin at tho vory first tocsin in May, 18G1.
Ho was at that timo teaching school, at a plnco
called Sun Prairie. 1 had known him when I
was a boy, and it was by his advice that I got
detached to tho hattory. Ho was a prime
fuvorlto with our officers, and Stewart consid-
ered him ono of tho Jjcst all-rou- men ho
had. Ho had a long record of gallantry nnd

n'
Bough asd Tumulty

honorablo mention In battlo reports; bogln-nln- g,

I think, as fur back as Antictum or por-hu- ps

Bull Run, and including Gettysburg and
Spottsylvania. But his bright carcor was for-
ever blighted iu this miserable skirmish at tho
North Anna. It will bo remembered that I
spoke of his having a presentiment that ho
would fall in battle, in my descriptlqn of tho
old field of Antletam.

Wo all tried to comfort him by telling him
thut ho would pull through, aud all thut,
though wo know ho couldn't becauso ho was
hit iu tho abdomen, aud his death was only a
question of a fow days. Just at sundown thoy
loaded him into an ambulauco and took him
away. I novor saw him again. I heard that
ho died two or three dajs afterward. Poor
Packard I Ho deserves a moro eloquent eulogy
than 1 can givo him. AH I can say of him is
that ho wa one of Stewart's best and bravest
Cannoneers!

Wo remained in this position till daylight
of tho 24th.. --Then wo to tho left
front until wo reached tffclSSicirof the Vir-
ginia Ceutral Railroad. Iforo wo went into
buttory, and somo straugo iufantry camo up to
support us.

Wo soon lourncd that this was a division of
tho Ninth Corps, commanded by Gen. Critten-
den, who hud just come from tho West, aud
had been temporarily attached to that Corps.
Part of thorn weto Stovettsou's old Division, of
tho Ninth Corps, which wo had known at tho
Wilderness Tavern May (J, and which had been
broken up after Spottsylvaula. Tho rest wore
troops that had pome from tho Western army.

Our position was just south of tho track of
the railroad, and ncaru houso culled Lowory's.
Light intreuchmentswero'thrown up iu un in-
credibly short time, entirely of earth, us there
was no convenient timber oxcopt u few mils.
Tho houso was on our lino, tho breastworks
passing through its front yard. The occupants,
an out gcuuemau aim two or tlireo women,
stood on thoir porch and watched our men dig.
One of onr officers approached und told them
thoy ought to go to tho rear, as they would ho
In great danger when th firing began, as this
was not moro than 100 rods from tho rebel
works. Tho old gentleman replied, with a per
coptiblc effort to bo dramatic, "No, sir; never,
sir! 1 am too old to fight I can do uothiug.
sir, for my invaded Stuto but to dio iu my
homo!"

"But, my dear sir," persisted the officer, "if
you should dio in your homo it would bo by
bullets of your own friends, and I dou't seo
What good that could do your Stato."

Finally tho old gentleman saw tho absurdity
of his position, and all tho inmates of tho houso
wont up tho mil i bad track to tho rear. Tho
enemy's works in our front wero apparently
strong, hut ho showed no disposition to como
out of them, aud our infantry did not attack.
Wo fired several rounds of caso to mako him
develop his nrtHIorj', but elicited no reply, and
aftor a whilo wo ceased.

Tho robel infantry kept up a constant fust
lado of sharpshooting, which was protly efiVct-iv- o

considering that tho rango was over 100
rods. No ono was hit with us, but tho volun-teo- r

battoiles Buffered some; JJrock nnd Hurt
losing several men. Whilo iu this position,
as wo woro not firing, tho men wnro all
ordered to keep down behind tho little eurth-wor- k.

But my curiosity got tho best of mo. I
had a amall flold-glus- s, which I had picked up
in ono of our movemonts nt Spottsyl vanlu, and I
was standing up with my body against tho tiro
oi nits wneei aim rostlng tho glass on tho top
of tho tiro to survey thoir works, when a sharp-
shooter's bullet struck tho tiro just forward of
tho top, on tho downward curve of tho wheel,
and "sputtered." Thin scales of it wont
through my cap and lodged iu my hair, but
none of them cut tho skin.

"Probably you'll keep down now, as I told
you to," remarked thoSocond Lioutonaut, who
was Bitting on tho truil of tho gun. "Muybo
you'll obey that kind of oidors, if you won't
mino," ho added with grim sarcasm.

Ho was quito right I "oboynd tho orders"
of tho robel sharpshootor implicitly, and my
head was not soon abovo tho works uguiu. My
curiosity hud for onco been completely sutis-fle- d.

I usod to havo a thoory that I "horo a
charmed life," as tho saying Is; that no ball
was mado for mo, und all that sort of tiling,
and used to brag about It So, when I got
down with alacrity on this occasion, tho boys
all laughed at mo. It was a closo call. If tho
hullot hud como throo inches hlghor it would
havo got mo

UIUUT OVKR THB nMDflB Of TIIK NOSK,
and thoso reminiscences would have remained
unwritten,

Wo remained In theso little works all day tho
25th, watching tho enemy, whilo somo of tho
infantry and cavalry toro up tho railroad track
in our rear us fur uh thoy could go. At night
wo rccrossed tho North Anna. As soon as it
was dark tho next evening wo moved off to tho
loft and marched that night toward tho Pu-munk- ey

River, and just ntstiudown on tho 27th
reached a pluco about two miles from Ifnnovor-tow- n.

Ab wo woro going into bivouac horc,
muKo uuifiui-- ciiuic up uuu UUUOU Oil OUr
flunk.

At this place tho forago-wagon- s woro In train
together somo distanco in tho rear. Van Dusen.
who was wounded at Spottsylvaula, used to
take caro of " Old Tartar," (Stowart's horso, pre-
viously montioned w having hud his tail shot
off at Hull Ruu and afterward wounded at
Fredericksburg, etc.) During the roatof this

campaign "Old Tartar" was an orphan, and
tho Cannoneers usod to chip iu all round to
curry him and get bis rations. He used to fol-

low tho battery like a dog, and ho know every
man in it, aud, as may bo imagined, was a uni-
versal pet

So, I was taking my turn to bring forago for
"Old Tarta'"" and had got as far as tho place
where tho little brook cro-- d tho D"ano7er
road, with a nose-ba- g of oats for the four-foote- d

votoran, when I laid the no3cbag on tho
ground In order to fill my canteen from tho
brook, it being then nearly dark. Several of
Hart's man wero in tho road on tho same er-
rand as I was, and as I laid tho' nose-ba- g

down ono of them "snapped it," at wo used to
say in tho slang of tho army; that is to$a.y,
ho grabbed it up and mado off with it Seeing
this, I ran after him, and, catching up with
him, seized tho nose-ba- g. This at onco result-
ed in a rongh-and-tumb- lo fight, which for a
fow moments was not interfered with. Hart's
man was doubtless older than I was; at least
I judgosofrom tho fact that he had a slight
mustache, whilo I was still smooth-face- d. But
I was chunkier, heavier and stronger than ho
was. and so I threw him in tho clinch; but
asl

ItRACnED FOR niS THROAT
with my left hand ho closed his chin down on
his neck, and I ran my foro and middle fingers
right into his mouth. He shut his teeth down
on thorn, crushing tho middlo fingorof my left
hand to a pnlp, though I managed to extricate
tho forefinger. Mcantitno I was hammering
him under tho ear with my right fist to make
him let go. Hurt's men dcclurcd that I was
trying to get my revolver, and that was tho
reason why thoy interfered; but if I did so, it
was for tho purpose of hammering him with tho
barrel of it to make him let go of my finger, as
I could not havo had the intention to shoot
him in such a fight as that But at this mo-
ment several of his comrades rushed in, and
somo of them seized mo by tho Jeg3, pulling
mo off from him. aud holding me up by theleg3
in a porfectly helpless posture. Ho quickly
disengaged himself, roso up and began kicking
mo about tho head and face, while his comrades
hold mo up by the logs. This attracted tho at-
tention of our veterans, aud as soon as thoy no-
ticed the foul play of Hart's men, they rein-
forced mo with their accustomed vigor and ef-
fectiveness in such cases. Tho result was a
storm of shouts, oaths and blows on all sides,
and I was literally buried under a mass of men
who were knocked down on top of me aud my
antagonist, nnd this was immediately succeed-
ed by a forcible intervention of the officers of
both butteries, who at onco restored tho peace
and separated tho combatants into their respect-
ive camps.

On tho wholo this might be called "adraw"
all around, and tho bloody noses wero pretty
fairly distributed. Hart's boys wero good
ones. When qniet was restored Stewart at
onco demanded an explanation of tho row.
I related all tho facts, with which ho seemed
to bo satisfied, as ho paid no further atten-
tion to tho matter. But he remarked that
ho "should think that tho boys could get fight-
ing enough in that campaign without chawing
each other up ! " 1 might say here that while
Stewart did not countenance his men in pick-
ing quarrels with other troops, ho always ex-
pected thom to

TAKE CARE OF THEMSELVES
in proper shape if thoy woro imposed on. and
that ho vory seldom, if ever, punished one of
his men for fighting outside of tho battery.
But ho would not allow his men to fight among
themselves. In foct, they seldom ovor quarreled.

1 suppose this may bo described as a "great
buttle not mentioned in tho official reports." I
was not much hurt, except that my left eye-
brow was laid opon by a kick, and tho finger,
which ho got iu his mouth and chewed the end
of it all to a pulp, wasTdofd'fnitRt for life. He
had tho bridge of his uose smashed, ono cheek
luid open almost to tho bone, and a big lump
over ooo temple. Weafterwnrd metnnd agreed
to fight it out according to ring rules as soon
as tho batteries got into some regular camp.
But that was tho last of it In faet my recol-
lection is that this poor fellow was killed in
front of Petersburg soon afterward.

At this time the soldiers wero all tired out
with tho inco-s.i- t marching, fighting, mauu-vorin- g,

etc,; tho night marches particularly
being terribly exhbustiiig. Their clothing was
iu rags, particularly tho infantry, who had
long ago thrown away their knapsacks and
many of thom their woollen blankets. Bations
wero irregular, nnd often bud. Tho fresh beef.
which was driven aloug on the hoof iu therear
and slaughtered as needed, was poor, stringy and
tough, as tho animals, if they ever had beeu fat,
hud lost all of it on account of constant march-
ing and scanty pasture. Company cooking was
always difficult and generally impossible, so
Hint tho men had to boil their own coffee iu
their tin cups as best thoy conld. Add to this
tho actual hard labor of log cutting and digging,
required to mako the miles nnd miles of field-wor- ks

that marked our path from tho Rapldan
to tho P.imunkoy, and J presume no one will
disputo that tho Army of tho Potomac in theso
fast days of May, 18GI, was in a sad plight.

In this campaign I fully realized the personal
advantages of tho artillory as a branch of serv-
ice. On the marches wo conld ride or walk, as
wo liked. Wo had no harassing picket duty
aud no skirmishing. Wo had to take onrsharo
of digging nnd log cutting in tho fortification
work, but we had toam3 to "soake" our logs,
whllo tho poor infantry had to carry or haul
theirs by hand. Abovo all, wo never hnd to
"throw away our knapsacks," as wo conld al-
ways find somo way to stow them on tho gnns
or caisson-carriage- s, or strap them on tho "off-hors-o

valise-saddles- ." So thero nevor was any
reason why an artillerymau should not bo well
clothed. But takou ns a whole, the Army of
tho Potomac at this timo was pretty woll fagged
out physically ; but thoro was nothing tho mat-
ter with its solid old nervo !

Speaking of tho nerve of tho army and tho
avorago spirit of tho soldiers, I havo often read
in battlo descriptions of tho J'strango light in
men's faces, tho wild look in their oyes," and all
that sort of thing. I must say that I nover
Bit w any of this in tho battery. It may bo that
tho infantry, when thoy get at closo quarters,
whoro tho work is vory deadly, lookso; but I
nevor noticed nny unusual facial oxprcssion on
tho part of artillerymen in battlo. As a rule
thoy scorned to regard tho wholo thing as a
mutter of business, and wont about their
duties vory much like men working at their
trade. I recall somo incidents in point Our
Sergeant Thorpe, from ono of tho Wiscousin
regiments, was a vory handsome follow in fuco
nnd figure, nnd ho usod to take great pains with
liisdres3 and personal appearuueo. Ho was a
young man of excellent family, well bred, and,
I think, of collegiate education, ilo was
always exceedingly polite and considerate in
all his iutorcourso with tho comrades ; in fact,
Thorpe was tho Chesterfield " of the battery.
His courage was quito on a par with tho elo-gnn- co

of his manners, and ho was mentioned
for conspicuous gallantry in every battlo roport
of lils commanding officer, from Bull Run to
Bothesda Church. Iu ono of the vory hottest
cannonades wo had, Thorpe appeared in his
parado uniform, clean and neat, with his jacket
closely buttoned, and fitting him "liko thd
papor on tho wall." It had ralnod tho
night before, aud tho ground in our position
was soft. So, when ono of tho enemy's shot
rlcoohettod closo to Thorpe, it simply del-
uged him with mud from lioad to foot Ho
looked tit his ruined uniform with an expres-
sion of profound disgust, which was indescrib-obl- y

comical under tho circumstances. One of
tho boys noticed this, and called out to him:
" Woll, Ed, yon know tho old saying, that ' mud
loves a shitting murk!'" Ho did not mako
nny auswor to tins impertinent --remark, but
busied himself scraping the thickest of tho
mud off his "ologant uniform. Mauy times
I havo hoard tho boys crack jokes and poke
fun at ono another, right uuder tho heaviest
firo, in this manner.

Thoro was an incident of Antletam, in the
most murderous part of tho fight at tho Corn-
field. Ira Slawson, from tho 23d N. Y was No.
1 on ono of tho guns of Stowart's section. Somo
of the 20th N. Y. woro iu lino with tho

(t'ontlnued ub 3d page.)
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HAJT mtnated as I
was would, ofcourse,
hear a great amount
of boasting done by
soldiera on both sides
when they were nar-
rating their wonder-
ful adventures and
hairbreadth, escapes
to the old citizen.
They believed that
he was capable of
believing- - anything,
except that they
were after Ha chick-
ens. Every soldier
who came in and en-

tertained th& iamily
never dreamed that;.urarce ".vmous' yon suspected that

his eloquence was intended to distract your
attention while his "chum," reconnoitered
the premises to the rear, the stables or hen-
houses. Oh, no! I was very confiding in the
early part of the war, and it wa3 not nntE
it had progressed some time that I felt sat-
isfied that the man who could give a fall
and thrilling description of a battle, with,
the movements of every corps and division,
must have been either with the wagon-trai- n

or hospital department. I felt certain, from
the accounts of participants and from per-
sonal observation, that the officer or soldier

CONFEDERATE COF- - FlEDEBAI. COFFEE-FEE-COOLE-E.

COOLES.

who is attending to his own business in a
battle ha3 little opportunity to know what
is going on beyond his command. I used to
be astonished at first at the great famfliarity
of the Generals with the privates, according
to the narratives of these iarm-hou- se ran-
gers.

For instance, a Confederate soldier wa3
telling me abont the battle of Sharpsburg,
a3 we call Autietam, and bragging about his
exploits with the remarkable gun he carried,
when he said:

" Jist as I drawed her up to fire agin up
rides Uncle Bob, an1 sez he to me, Hold up,
Bill; don't yersee that air Yankee battery
comin'in on our left? Them air Yanks is
goin' to fenfilade our line, an' I want you to
jist knock them gunners.

" fAll right, Gineral,' sez T; an I rests ola
hunderd on a stnmp, an' every time a Yan-
kee tried to pull the string to shoot a cannon
off I popped him over, an' at last the Yanks
got so skeert that they jist hitched up their
guns an' got out of that in a hurry. Jist
then up comes Uncle Bob, an' sez he to me,
'Bill, you sont 'em too close for them fel-
lows; yon made 'era sick all over.'

"'Yes, Gineral, they can't stand afore ola
hunderd,' sez I, pattinr my gnn, and he jist
laughed an rode off; an' from that time out
he always hollers at me when ho goes by,
an' sez,

"'BILL, 3IOW'3 OLE HUNDEED?,n
Again, a Federal soldier was telling ma

abont the Seven Pines battle, and said:

Tossixa Stone in a Blanket.
" Thay were a dhrivin' us loike the very

divil,phin up comes Little Mac, an sez he:
"Phat are ye's fallin' back for, Mike?

Are yees ont ov ammynition ?
" ' "We are, Giniral,' sez I.
"'Thin,' sez he, go back beyant tfct


